
»A young student entrepreneur 
won a top award at a star-studded 
event for running a school bank.

Tanvirul Islam, 15, of Forest Gate, 
was honoured with a Campaign for 
Social Justice (CSJ) accolade on be-
half of charity MyBnk for his vision 
and commitment to running a not-
for-profit organisation to benefit 20 
other students in his own time.

Currently a Year 10 student at For-
est Gate Community School, TV pre-
senter June Sarpong MBE presented 
him with a CSJ Award, on July 4, at 
St Martin in the Fields church in 
central London. 

‘Proud’

The financial prodigy gave a 
speech to an audience that also in-
cluded the Liberal Democrat MP 
David Laws, Alastair Campbell, 
Josh Lewsey, Jonathan Aitken, and 
Ian Hislop about giving up his free 
time to work as the school’s head 
banker.

After the celebrity-packed evening, 
Tanvirul said: “It was an amazing 
experience and I felt proud that I was 
able to represent the school at the 
awards.

“I was also offered work experi-
ence by JP Morgan Investments and 

a placement at MyBnk’s head office.
“The editor of London Evening 

Standard congratulated me on my 
excellent speech, as did a journalist 
from the Daily Mail.

“Best of all, I reckon I received the 
loudest applause of the evening.”

Stephen Gillat, assistant head 
teacher at the school, said: “Jonath-
an Aitken, Alastair Campbell, Ian 
Hislop, and many others attended.

“There was even a video message 
from Sir Richard Branson. It was an 
amazing event.”

Hosted by BBC London News re-
porter Victoria Hollings and spon-
sored by JP Morgan, the event was 
organised by the Centre for Social 
Justice who campaign to put social 
justice at the centre of British poli-
tics. 
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  Press Gang

Many happy returns to 
these Recorder Press Gang 
members who celebrates 
his birthday this week:

Thursday – Tara 
Hambrook, of Manor Park, 
will be 14.

Saturday – Mary Hicks, of 
Beckton, will be 11.

Sunday – Edmund Reddin, 
of Plaistow, will be 15.

 
Have a really lovely 
birthday with your family 
and friends

Why not join the Press Gang 
club and receive a wallet, 
pencil case and a code-
breaker? 

Send your details, including 
your date of birth, to Press 
Gang, Newham Recorder, 
539 High Street, Ilford, IG1 
1UD. 

Now use your codebreaker 
to crack this joke: 

AXO IBI SAH NBDBYFT THYI 
THJUHS ZHTTLGHT?

KQ YXUTH JXIH

 Press Gang Club

Loudest applause is for boy whizz 
kid for expertise in running bank
by Melissa York
melissa.york@archant.co.uk

 It’s a Fact

Children author’s visit to ‘secret agent’ students 
who provide feedback for footballing bestsellers

 

Win a £10 Tesco voucher

 Happy Birthday

Here’s a chance for young 
readers to win a £10 Tes-
co voucher by answering 
questions on stories in 
this week’s Recorder.

Put your age on your 
entry and send it, by next 
Monday, to: Colin 
Grainger, The Editor, 
Press Gang, Newham Re-
corder, Media House, 539 
High Road, Ilford, IG1 
1UD.  

Or you can email it to 
colin.grainger@new-
hamrecorder.co.uk

Here are this week’s 
questions: 

1) How much money 
did the stalls at St An-
tony’s Primary School 

raise at their annual 
sports day?

2) What is TV advert 
star Anthony Hughes’ 
job?

3) At what complex are 
residents turning a dis-
used courtyard into a 
healthy food garden?

4) What sport did Ron 
Cooper compete in at the 
1948 London Games? 

Last week’s winner 
was Talibah Miah, aged 
13, from East Ham. Well 
done, Talibah.

The answers to last 
week’s quiz were: 1. Ru-
dolph Walker; 2. Deborah 
Meaden; 3. Boccia; 4. 
Fidgeting.

 Lily Lapenna from MyBnk with TV presenter June Sarpong and 15-year-old award winner Tanvirul Islam

If you have any items for 
inclusion in Press Gang please 
write to: 

The Editor, Colin Grainger, 
Newham Recorder, 539, High 
Road, Ilford, IG11UD, or e-mail 
colin.grainger@
newhamrecorder.co.uk

 Write in

Pupils in Upton Park have 
been revealed as the “secret 
agents” behind a children’s 
author’s success.

Dan Freedman, author of the 
successful Jamie Johnson 
series, says he enjoys a good 
working relationship with the 
pupils at St Edward’s Primary 
School, Green Street, who give 
him feedback on his books. 

A former Football Association 
employee, Dan turned his 
passion for football into a 
series of books for similarly 
footie mad children and he 
chose pupils next to West Ham 
United’s Bolyen ground to help 
him.

He said: “I have been working 
with St Edward’s School for 
the past three or four books, 
they are my editors and 
supporters. The boys and girls 
in Year 6 read my books before 
they get published. 

“They say what they like, 
don’t like and I get in depth 
feedback from teachers about 
the language, the plot and 
characters and if the story 
rings true from an 11-year-
old’s perspective. I call them 
my secret agents.”

Dan returned to the school on 
July 11 to read passages from 
the sixth and final novel of his 
series, Final Whistle, in a 

special assembly for the whole 
of Key Stage Two.

He added: “St Edward’s have 
given me and the Jamie 
Johnson series such 
tremendous support over the 
last few years. Almost every 
pupil seems to know the books 
backwards and they always 
ask such intelligent and 
perceptive questions. 

“The pupils are so happy and 
they are learning so much 
that every visit there is a 
pleasure. It was extra special 

to read an excerpt of Final 
Whistle to the children at St 
Edward’s as some of them 
have helped me greatly with 
the writing of the book itself. 

“They read the manuscript in 
its early stages and gave me 
there considered and 
considerable feedback. As an 
author, to get an insight into 
the mindset or your readers is 
a uniquely valuable asset.”

Dan Freedman’s new book, 
Final Whistle, is out now in 
bookshops and online. 

  Find great new ways to entertain young with the                   LONDON24 app

Year 10 entrepreneur picks up accolade and impresses VIPs with speech

 Dan Freedman reads an excerpt from the Final Whistle to pupils

 Lemmings are rodents which 
are a little larger than mice and 
are found mainly in the Arctic 
and Scandinavia. They are 
legendary for hurling 
themselves off cliffs, but only 
the ones from Scandinavia do 
this. They have a four-year life 
cycle and then practise this odd 
ritual, either due to 
overcrowding, because it is too 
hot or simply due to lack of 
food.

 The emu, one of the flightless 
birds, can travel at 30mph. The 
average length of its stride is 
between three and four feet. In 
1932, the Australian Army was 
called out to do battle with a 
herd of migrating emus who 
were creating havoc wherever 
they went. Several hundred 
were killed but casualties on 
the human side prevented the 
escapade from being called a 
success. 

 We all know that the cow is a 
sacred beast in India, but cows 
in Israel are issued with 
identity tags to prove their 
ownership. Camels in United 
Arab Emirates have been issues 
with trendy fluorescent jackets. 
This is not so that they can 
claim the best-dressed ships of 
the desert, but to cut down 
accidents on their roads. 

 The chameleon has eyes 
independent of each other 
which can look in two 
directions at the same time. It 
is also known for its ability to 
change colour. Many lizards are 
able to do this and the most 
amazing  colour variation is 
shown by the Green Anole, a 
small iguana. When males fight 
they are greyish in colour but at 
the end of the battle, the winner 
turns greens and the 
unfortunate loser, turns 
fittingly, to yellow. 

 Zebras were used by the 
Romans in circuses and were 
called “horse tigers” due to 
their stripes. They are nearer 
asses than horses, having long 
ears, short stiff manes, and 
tufted tails. They are native to 
Africa and run in family groups 
of about 12. Although we think 
they are identical, a zebra’s 
stripes are as individual as the 
fingerprints of a human and no 
two zebra are striped alike. 

 The tiny bee hummingbird 
weighs only as much as a lump 
of sugar. It measures only 2½ in 
(6cm) in length. It lives in Cuba 
and lays the smallest eggs of 
any bird. It can fly backwards, 
forwards, sideways and can 
hover motionless for up to one 
hour. It can also beat its wings 
90 times a second. 
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